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The Parents Actively Searching Supporting And Gaining Empowerment (PASSAGE)

program provides a valuable resource for parents to actively participate in the search

for their and other missing children. This VCA program offers victim parents the

opportunity to network with other victim families in the search for their children.  Parents

can choose to disseminate group posters of their missing child and 23 other missing

children to places they travel. This is a great way for parents to support and assist each

other during the very difficult location and recovery process.

Georgia K. Hilgeman-
Hammond, Founder
and Executive Director
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Orchard Supply Hardware (OSH)
KID Identification

On October 19, the VCA and Orchard

Supply Hardware (OSH) teamed up for
the KID Identification event.  KID was a
free program that provided participating
children a chance to be fingerprinted and
photographed.  This vital documentation
was provided for parents to keep in the
event of a child’s abduction.  In addition
it also provided parents and caretakers
with critical safety information to keep
their children safe.  This event, which
took place at 82 OSH hardware stores
across California, was the largest safety
event of its kind  for VCA.  When we
were first approached by OSH to help
coordinate this event, we had no idea
what an impact the KID Identification
event would have on communities
throughout the state.  With the help of
valuable volunteers and local police
departments, we are happy to share that
the event was a major success.  Our
combined efforts helped to fingerprint
over 16,000 children statewide.  In
addition, more than 51,000 pieces of
VCA child safety literature were
distributed to concerned parents,
guardians and grandparents.

White House Conference
on Missing, Exploited,
and Runaway Children

Georgia K. Hilgeman-
Hammond, Executive
Director and Founder of the
Vanished Children’s
Alliance, attended the White
House Conference on
Missing, Exploited, and
Runaway Children held in
Washington, D.C., October 2, 2002.  Conference
presenters included White House Cabinet Members,
experts in the field of child abduction, law enforce-
ment personnel, families of victim children, adults
victimized as children, corporate leaders, along with
other Federal, state and local officials. The focus of
the conference was prevention of child victimization.
The topics included family and non-family abduc-
tion, child pornography, trafficking of children,
runaway and homeless youth, and Internet safety.
Speakers included President George W. Bush,
Attorney General John Ashcroft, Secretary of State
Colin Powell, and FBI Director Robert Mueller.

Georgia K. Hilgeman-Hammond commends the
Bush Administration for hosting this conference.
According to Ms. Hilgeman-Hammond, “Since
1980, VCA has worked diligently to keep children
safe, stop the victimization of children, and to
facilitate their healing. As a VCA representative I
was very proud to have participated in the White
House Conference. I hope this will be the impetus for
a renewed national commitment to and focus on, our
most precious resource, our children.”

Downtown San Jose’s
Christmas in the Park

On November 20, 2002 our hard-
working volunteers helped create
Christmas tree ornaments to decorate
the VCA Christmas tree at Downtown
San Jose’s Christmas in the Park.
The tree was adorned with ornaments
displaying pictures of missing
children and topped with an angel to
watch over them.  These ornaments
will be given to the parents and
families of those missing children.
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Safety Tips For Parents

Establish clear rules for how a child will get home from school.
Remember to be consistent!

Parents should pay close attention to how their children get to and from school.  A 1997
Washington State Attorney General’s Office Study of Children who were abducted then
murdered nationally found that 57% of children were abducted and murdered within three
blocks of their home.  In fact, 35% of the abductors in the study either worked or lived within a
¼-mile of the child’s home.  Hence, it is essential that parents be aware of not only the routes
their child takes to and from school, but should be equally aware of the people living and
working in the neighborhood.

VCA recommends the following:
• Buddy system – Ensure your child is never alone between school and home by being with

other school children or a trusted adult. A majority of the abductors, in the study mentioned
above, stated that they took children out of pure opportunity or because it was convenient.
Abductors will most likely target children who are alone.

• Safety circle – Teach your child who is safe in the neighborhood and who they can go to for
help.  You and neighbors can look out for one another’s children.

• School call-back program – Make sure your child’s school will notify you if your child
does not arrive at school in the morning, especially if they have not received a confirmation
from you of your child’s absence.  The first few hours after a child is abducted are critical;
as a parent, you want to know if your child is missing at 9 o’clock in the morning, not at 3
o’clock in the afternoon when he/she does not return from school.

• Returning Home – You may want to let the
school know how your child should be leaving
school, whether it is with you, by bus, by foot, or
whatever the plan may be.  Maybe even suggest that
your child’s school verify that your child left in the
pre-agreed upon manner.
• Picking-up a Child – A child should only be
released to a pre-authorized adult listed on the
emergency card filed with the school. Parents
should require school staff to ask for positive
identification of the adult picking the child up from
school.
• Megan’s Law – Parents can contact their local
police department about sexual predators registered
in their area.  Please keep in mind that the offenders
who are registered are those who have been
convicted and are classified as high risk.

VCA advises parents to take these safety measures
into consideration when determining the safest way
for their child to get to and from school. The
parents should be familiar with the route. In
addition, the route should always be well lit,
populated and well traveled. Although these
precautions do not guarantee your child will not be
abducted, they greatly increase the likelihood that
your children will arrive at school and return home
safely.

We would like to extend special
congratulations to our intern
Matthew Kiemle.  Matt has interned
with the VCA for the past two
months.  We have appreciated his
assistance at fingerprinting events
and at the office.  Matt received his
Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from
San Jose State University in Decem-
ber.  Upon graduation Matt will be
spending three months in Australia,
a greatly anticipated vacation that he
has been planning since high school.
Good Luck Matt!

To find out how you can volunteer
with VCA please call us at (408)
296-1113 or email us
info@vca.org.

VOLUNTEER

SPOTLIGHT!
Matthew Kiemle

Outreach and Development
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YES! I want to support Vanished Children's Alliance!

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:
� $500 Sponsors overall efforts to help find a child.

� $100 Pays for a school presentation to teach kids safety.

� $75 Fingerprints 25 children.

� $50 Pays for 50 b/w posters or 25 color posters.

� $25 Covers the cost of the Sighting Hotline for a full day!

� $____Any amount will help make sure we're there for them.

Name: Email:
Address: Fax:
City: State: Zip:
Day Phone:(     ) Evening Phone:(    )

� My company will match my
gift! Company Gift Match Contact
Person/Info:

I can make my donation:

� quarterly � monthly

� yearly � one time

� Please do not add me to
VCA’s mailing list
� Please keep my name
anonymous
� I am interested learning how I
can ensure VCA’s future through
planned giving

Please make contributions payable to Vanished Children's Alliance.
VCA is a federally approved 501(c)(3) charity. Tax ID number 94-2783682

Thank you for your concern and generosity!
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�CA would like to thank all of
our donors for their generous
support.  Our continued services
would not be possible without the
generous efforts of many indi-
viduals and organizations.  Their
donations are gratefully accepted
as a symbol of support for the
services our organization pro-
vides.  With their support, we
will continue to provide active
case management, photo dissemi-
nation of missing children,
reunification services, counsel-
ing, and technical assistance. In
addtion we will maintain preven-
tion education to families and
children as well as training for
law enforcement and education
professionals.
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MEMBER $25.00

SPONSOR $50.00

ADVOCATE $100.00

BENEFACTOR $500.00

GUARDIAN ANGEL $1,000.00 AND ABOVE
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Bill Hammond has over thirty years experience in working with  child victims and

crimes against children.  He has been consulting with the Vanished Children’s Alliance
since 1990.  He now works at the VCA Headquarters in San Jose, California where he
serves as the Director of the Casework Department.

Hammond’s extensive casework experience is enhanced by 18 years as a police officer
working in the area of child abuse. He has provided training to over eighteen thousand
(18,000) law enforcement, social work, and medical professional in the areas of juvenile
and child abuse related cases. In addition, he has 14 years experience managing national
projects for organizations like the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,
Criminal Crisis Response Initiative, and the Missing and Exploited Children Compre-
hensive Action Program.

Hammond is a national and international recognized consultant and trainer providing a
wide range of services in the area of child victimization, planning, and community
mobilization.  These services include training in the area of investigative techniques in
both child physical and sexual abuse, curriculum design and development, case consul-
tation, expert testimony, organization and management, large and small group  facilita-
tion, strategic plan development and program development.
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RECOVERY NEWS

Our Deepest Sympathies
  to the Family & Friends

of
 Malakia Zali Logan

Abducted May 15, 1988
Recovered Deceased
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We are happy to announce that Anna and Emily Nunez, who were previously

classified as endangered missing, were recovered in Morgan Hill, CA on
November 4, 2002.  Le-Zhan Williams, who was abducted by a non-family
member in 1996, has also been recovered in Vallejo, CA on December 6, 2002.
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Vanished Children’s Alliance
2095 Park Avenue, San Jose, CA  95126
Phone:408-296-1113
Fax:408-296-1117
Email:info@vca.org
Web:www.vca.org

Return this Portion

Dedicated to Preventing, Locating, Recovering and
Reuniting Missing, Runaway & Abducted Children
Since 1981
���	
���
������

If you wish to remain on our mailing
list, please complete the following, and
mail to the above address above. Thank
you.:
r I would like to receive the VCA newsletter

by email.
My Email:

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone

Please make  the necessary
corrections to your mailing list.
r  My name is misspelled.
r  My address is incorrect.
r  I received more than one newsletter.
r Please remove my name.

The Vanished Children’s Alliance and Orchard  Supply Hardware/Sears Hardware will
team up once again in March for the 2003 How to Fair season.  This four day event will
take place in Pleasanton and San Mateo, CA.  The VCA will have booths set up at both
locations to disseminate child safety information and to fingerprint children.

Pleasanton San Mateo
Orchard Supply Hardware Orchard Supply Hardware
“How to Fair” “How to Fair”
Saturday, March 1, 2003 Saturday, March 22, 2003
Sunday, March 2, 2003 Sunday, March 23, 2003
All Day All Day

If you would like to know how you can be involved in this or other
events, please contact our Outreach and Development Department at
(408) 296-1113 or email us at info@vca.org.
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